
BARRERA HOUSE
URBAN INFILL

A Natural materials such as stucco, plaster and wood will weather gracefully,   
 making the home feel as though it has always been there.

B The sleeping wing consists of minimal, contemplative spaces with strong   
 connections to the pool and landscape.

C Slatted wood porches act as a seamless extension of the living spaces. 

D The central stairwell serve as an orientation device, directing you toward   
 views of the outdoors at every turn. 

The Barrera House consists of a 2,000 sq.ft. house located on a half-size lot in the 
Lavaca neighborhood. The clients chose this small property for its proximity to 
urban amenities, but also desired a sense of tranquility and outdoor connectivity. 
The design revolves around a series of outdoor spaces which mediate between the 
public and private functions of the home. Given the constraints of the lot size, great 
attention was given to the proportions, massing, and setbacks to ensure 
compatibility with the streetscape. State of the art building systems (including 
high-efficiency HVAC, de-humidification, rain capture, and electrical vehicle 
charging), are integral to the design and easy to use. A remote 15kw solar array 
provides the home with renewable energy for all its electrical needs. 
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The Barrera House utilizes every inch of a small 

lot to provide comfortable and environmentally 

responsible indoor-outdoor living. 
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The Hampton House consists of a 1,650 sq.ft. home located on a long, sloping site. 
Set far back from the street, the wedge-shaped pier and beam house is an economical 
response to the site’s challenging soil conditions and topography, as well as the 
client’s unique desire to observe her surroundings from above. The shed roof mirrors 
the slope of the site, forming an efficient split-level floor plan.  The living spaces are 
nestled into the hillside and surrounded by existing trees, while the upstairs bedroom 
enjoys stretching views. Outdoor spaces are considered part and parcel of the 
architecture, making this simple house more than the sum of its parts.

The Hampton House illustrates 

the potential for site-specific and 

budget-conscious urban infill. 
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A Deep overhangs provide year round comfort for outdoor dining. 

B A deep pier and beam foundation provides a durable and cost-    
 effective solution to the sloping terrain and poor soils.

C Perforated corrugated steel cladding maintains a uniform exterior              
 while providing privacy and views from the upstairs bedroom.
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The Pine House is located on a small property within a historical neighborhood 
downtown. The architecture is a response to the natural features of the site, its 
historical context, and the lifestyle needs and budget of a young working family. 
The architecture emphasizes connections to the outdoors and communal 
gathering spaces. Two parallel gables frame a protected courtyard at the heart of 
the site for the family to gather, play, and entertain. As the family’s “forever home”, 
details and materials are durable and promote a strong sense of place. 
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A The courtyard is the year-round anchor for family life. 

B Modest interiors emphasize daylighting and views.

C Trellises moderate sunlight throughout the year. 

D Reverse board & batten is a modern interpretation of a traditional    
 siding method using rough-sawn locally milled pine.
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The Pine House is an example of infill 
which responds to questions of 
affordability and the modern lifestyle 
needs of a young urban family.


